[Prolongation of the QT interval and torsade de pointes caused by ketanserin].
The authors report the case of an 84-year-old man with mild aortic valvular disease and arterial hypertension who developed marked QT interval prolongation and several lipotimic and syncopal attacks after 3 months of treatment with ketanserin (40 mg/day). The correlation between ketanserin, QT prolongation and symptoms was assessed by withdrawal and subsequent re-administration of the drug. Continuous ECG monitoring revealed the occurrence of QT prolongation and symptomatic runs of torsade de pointes ventricular tachycardia. The Authors suggest that treatment with ketanserin needs careful patients selection and follow-up.